
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Maggie heads off for a year of maternity leave,  
Susan Tough will be taking her place in the adult department. 
 
We all wish Maggie a wonderful year filled with joy (and hopefully some sleep!)  
and hope Susan has a year of great experiences in the position.  
We are in the midst of recruiting someone for Susan Tough’s position. 
 
 
 

 
 

            

 

        

   

COVER to COVER 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Renfrew Public Library 

SEPTEMBER  2017 

Mon. Sept. 4th - LABOUR DAY—CLOSED 

Week of September 18
th

 – EARLY LITERACY PROGRAMS begin! 

Fri. Sept 29th & Sat. 30
th

 - CULTURE DAYS 
Watch for special displays and movies 
 We have an amazing line-up of programs for October. 

 Watch the October newsletter for details!!! 

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS 

I believe there are many misconceptions about how public 
libraries operate. 

I am hoping to clarify a couple of things in our monthly newsletter 
over the next few months as they relate to RPL. 

 

LET’S TALK ABOUT:  DESELECTION OF BOOKS 
I know that when it comes to removing books from the library’s 
shelves, some people get very upset. There is the feeling that books 
are supposed to last forever, however that is just not the case.  
Librarians generally follow the well-established CREW Guidelines 
when deciding which books to remove. One example I give when 
someone questions deselecting titles (also known as “weeding” the 
collection) is I ask them, “If you are diagnosed with some sort of 
medical ailment, would you want the information from 40 years 
ago, or more current information?” 
 
Renfrew Public Library is a small library. We try to keep the 
materials relevant, current and include topics that are of interest to 
the community. Although we have a limited budget, it is still a good 
one for our size and we are now building up the collection after 
weeding out the older titles and those no longer being read. 
 
Finally, the titles we do remove are NOT thrown in the trash! Some 
go into the library book sale (mainly fiction titles/biographies, etc.). 
Others are sent to an organization called Better World Books. This 
amazing company either sells the books online, giving a portion 
back to the library, or sends them to Third World countries. They 
also use part of their profits to support libraries throughout the 
world via grants and special projects. We would only throw a book 
away if it was found to have mold or something similar, as mold 
can quickly destroy an entire collection of books! 
 
I hope this helps makes our deselection process a bit more 
understandable   

Did You Know… 
As the summer is nearing its close and you may be thinking of 

the months ahead, we want to remind you of the regular, 
monthly programs that happen all the time here at RPL 

 
Tuesday afternoons - TECH HELP 
Make an appointment and let staff help you learn basic 
computer skills, or how to navigate the web.  Other times may 
also be available. Please call the library. 
 
Fridays indicated below @ 3:30pm - NOVEL CONVERSATIONS  
Sept. 22, Oct. 13, 27, Nov. 3, 17                  
NO meetings in December 
Chat about your latest read; get book recommendations from 
library staff & others. There must be a minimum of 2 people 
for the program to run. 
 
1st Thursday of the Month @ 5:30pm - NOVEL WOMEN BOOK 
CLUB - New members always welcome! 
 
Tuesdays indicated below @ 6:30pm – RPL FILM GROUP 
Sept. 5, 12, Oct. 10, 24, Nov. 7, Dec. 5  
Watch Facebook and in-library for notices of movie titles. 
 
Third Tuesday of the Month @ 5pm - LIBRARY BOARD 
MEETINGS - Board meetings are always open to the public. Any 
changes will be noted on the Library website, social media and 
in-library. 

The Book Tree is coming!!!! 
You are the first to know because we have not 

officially announced it to the public!! The library 
will be doing the ribbon-cutting on the first day 

of Ontario Public Library Week in October! 
Find out more info at: Book Tree 

 

 

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ld/pubs/crew/index.html
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/
http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/news-events/news/new-book-tree-forest-will-help-support-learning-for-local-fa/


          
   

Beartown by Fredrik Backman 
 
People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled deep in the forest; it is slowly losing ground to the ever 
encroaching trees. But down by the lake stands an old ice rink, built generations ago by the working men who 
founded this town. And in that ice rink is the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will be better than 
today. Their junior ice hockey team is about to compete in the national semi-finals, and they actually have a shot at 
winning. All the hopes and dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a handful of teenage boys.  - 
Amazon.ca  
 
“Fredrik Backman puts out some of the most human novels. Each and every work is carefully, delicately crafted, 
delving into the emotional depths of individuals that one might not look twice in real life. . . . Beartown is 

undoubtedly his masterpiece.” -       New York Journal of Books 
 
Gather the Daughters by Jennie Melamed 
 
Years ago, just before the country was incinerated to wasteland, ten men and their families colonized an island 
off the coast. They built a radical society of ancestor worship, controlled breeding, and the strict rationing of 
knowledge and history. Only the Wanderers--chosen male descendants of the original ten--are allowed to cross 
to the wastelands, where they scavenge for detritus among the still-smoldering fires. 
 
The daughters of these men are wives-in-training. At the first sign of puberty, they face their Summer of 
Fruition, a ritualistic season that drags them from adolescence to matrimony. They have children, who have 
children, and when they are no longer useful, they take their final draught and die. But in the summer, the 
younger children reign supreme. With the adults indoors and the pubescent in Fruition, the children live wildly--
they fight over food and shelter, free of their fathers' hands and their mothers' despair. And it is at the end of 
one summer that little Caitlin Jacob sees something so horrifying, so contradictory to the laws of the island, that she must share it 
with the others. – Amazon.ca  
 
"Compulsive and suspenseful.... This beautifully and carefully constructed work pulls no punches in its depiction of a bleak future; it 
will attract fans of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale and readers who enjoy horror, suspense, and dystopian fiction." 
―Library Journal (starred review) 
 

Maybe it’s you by Lauren Handel Zander  

 
[This book] explains how anyone can achieve amazing things when we stop lying and finally start keeping the 
promises we make to ourselves. Whether readers want to find love, succeed at work, fix a fractured relationship, or 
lose weight, Zander's method will offer a road map to finally get there. Filled with practical exercises, inspiring 
client stories, and Lauren's own hard-won lessons, this book enables readers to identify, articulate, and account for 
their own setbacks so they can transform them into strengths. – Amazon.ca 
 
"Lauren Zander is a unique talent with unique insight into the human condition. I have seen her method transform 
dozens of students over more than a decade of teaching at my university. Now this important work can reach the 

mass audience it deserves--transforming readers across the world."―David Mindell, professor, MIT 
 

In honour of Renfrew Reads 150, here is a great Canadian read to check out! 

  
 The Wreckage by Michael Crummey 
  
The Wreckage is a truly epic, yet twisted, romance that unfolds over decades and continents. It engages readers on 
the austere shores of Newfoundland’s fishing villages and drags them across to Japanese POW camps during some 
of the worst events of the Second World War. Haunting, lyrical, and deeply intimate, Crummey’s language fully 
exposes his characters’ vulnerabilities as they struggle to come to terms with their guilt and regret over decisions 
made during their impulsive youths. – Amazon.ca 
 
“Heroically human. . . . Crummey offers a journey of stimulating moral inquiry, one of his fiction’s most admirable  

               qualities.” —The Globe and Mail 

NEW READS….Just a couple of great titles @ your library 

To subscribe or to remove your name from our mailing list, please email kthompson@renfrew.library.on.ca 
Questions or comments? Email us at renlib@renfrew.library.on.ca or call 613-432-8151 x201 
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